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set aside to remind all of us of the importance
of the Constitutional rights and civic respon-
sibilities associated with American citizenship.
It is a day to reflect on the true meaning of our
right to free speech, to worship in the way that
best serves our conscience, to select our rep-
resentatives in government and to even be
critical of that government as needed. These
and other basic rights are often taken for
granted, but one only needs to view the night-
ly news to appreciate that our cherished rights
and freedoms are not enjoyed everywhere.
Law Day gives us occasion to celebrate those
rights and freedoms.

When President Dwight Eisenhower estab-
lished Law Day in 1958, he said, ‘‘It is fitting
that the American people should remember
with pride, and vigilantly guard, our great herit-
age of liberty, justice and equality under law.’’
He further stated, ‘‘It is our moral and civic ob-
ligation as a free people to preserve and
strengthen that great heritage.’’ Law Day pro-
vides the forum for that celebration.

On Friday, in communities across this na-
tion, ceremonies will be held in courthouses
and town halls. Such will be the case in Supe-
rior Court in Meriden, Connecticut, located in
our state’s 5th Congressional District. That
ceremony, hosted by the Meriden Bar Asso-
ciation, will focus on this year’s general theme,
‘‘Celebrate Your Freedom.’’ School children,
as well as citizens from all walks of life, will be
in attendance to hear speakers stress the im-
portance of the freedoms and liberties guaran-
teed by our Constitution and Bill of Rights, and
protected by our laws and courts.

I urge all Americans to pause on this very
special day and consider the true significance
of the rights and liberties we enjoy every day
in this country. Such recognition is important
to maintaining those rights. As Alfred H.
Knight said in his American Bar Association
Silver Gavel Award-winning book, The Law of
life, ‘‘we are more likely to lose the meaning
of our freedoms through ignorance and care-
lessness than through intentional government
evil.’’

Mr. Speaker, I call on you and each Mem-
ber of the House of Representatives, to take
this day to heart and help lead the effort to
bring the importance of our freedoms, and the
laws that protect them, to the attention of the
American public on not just Friday, May 1st,
but every day of the year. On behalf of Con-
necticut’s 5th Congressional District, I want to
commend the Meriden Bar Association for
their contribution to this cause in the name of
Freedom.
f
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Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, as a newborn na-
tion grew two centuries ago, townships in
America sprouted with the promise of freedom
and despite great obstacles. Such as the
founding experience of the Town of Maine,
which this August celebrates its 150th Birth-
day.

Maine is an area rich in history. The Town
is located in Broome County, New York, within
the land tract originally known as the ‘‘Boston

Purchase’’ made back in 1787. Many of the
original settlers in Maine were Revolutionary
War soldiers. The Maine Township was offi-
cially formed on March 27, 1848.

On behalf of our forefathers and the genera-
tions who will follow as well, I would like to
thank the entire Maine Sesquicentennial Plan-
ning Committee for their important and historic
work in putting together this important official
recognition of the Town of Maine Sesqui-
centennial. It is the dedication of these individ-
uals as well as the Nanticoke Valley Historical
Society that preserves an accurate record of
history for many generations to come.

I am pleased to mark this solemn occasion
for all Town of Maine families in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD, forever preserving this memo-
rable time.

Congratulations to the citizens of the Town
of Maine. All the best to you as you embark
on your Sesquicentennial Celebration, which
will culminate this summer.
f
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Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Mr. Russell Huse, a native of
Los Angeles, California, for his dedicated serv-
ice to the community, his passion for the envi-
ronment, and his inspiring courage and phys-
ical fortitude. I also would like to extend to Mr.
Huse my warmest birthday wishes as he pre-
pares to celebrate his 90th birthday on April
30th.

One could say that Mr. Huse and his family
were among my district’s original homestead-
ers. Russell was born on April 30, 1908 in Los
Angeles. As a young boy, he spent countless
summers and holidays at his grandfather’s
6,000 acre ranch which encompassed an area
that today is known as Westlake Village. Liv-
ing on the ranch, Russell developed a work
ethic, an unconquerable spirit and determina-
tion that has remained his trademark to this
day.

Russell went on to study fine arts at UCLA
and later settled into a career as a Super-
visory Technical Writer and Artist at the United
States Naval Weapons Center in China Lake,
California. But at UCLA, he put his fighting
spirit to good use on the football field for three
years under Coach Bill Spaudling. Even now,
Russell remains one of the team’s most avid
fans, often traveling hundred of miles to root
the Bruins on to victory.

After UCLA, Russell served as a Park
Ranger in Yosemite National Park. It was
here, in one of our nation’s most beautiful
spots, that Russell developed his love for na-
ture which has subsequently led him to devote
a large portion of his life to conservation. And
it was this love of nature that gave birth to
Russell’s true passion—mountain climbing.

Despite the fact that Russell did not begin
climbing until his late 40’s, he has some 160
peaks to his credit. He has scaled Chincey in
South America, Mont Blanc and the Matter-
horn in the Swiss Alps, all after turning 65
years old. While climbing in Switzerland, Rus-
sell completed the solo rescue of a climber,
stranded on the mountain with a broken leg.
This experience, while earning him a Procla-

mation for heroism from the townspeople at
the base of Mont Blanc, led Russell to found
the China Lake Mountain Rescue Group. This
organization saves peoples lives in California
and Mexico, allowing climbers to enjoy nature
in comfort and security.

Today, Russell remains actively involved in
organizations within his community. He and
his wife Edith live in a beautiful hilltop home
in Westlake Village, overlooking the land he
used to play on as a young boy so many
years ago. Again, I wish to extend my warm-
est wishes to Russell Huse as he celebrates
his 90th birthday and I would like to wish him
good luck as he steams on toward the century
mark.

Mr. Speaker, distinguished colleagues,
please join me in honoring Russell Huse for
his decades of service to others. Throughout
all of his 90 years, he has remained young at
heart and he continues to live a life that in-
spires us all to be our best.
f
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Mr. GINGRICH. Mr. Speaker, I believe that
there are two key principles at the root of our
freedoms. The first is the right of America’s
people to know the truth if a crime was com-
mitted, and the second is the principle that
under the United States Constitution, no one
is above the law.

When 19 Democrats voted to deny immunity
for four witnesses on illegal campaign con-
tributions, they blocked the people’s right to
know. Michael Kelly’s column explains the
dangers facing Democrats if they decide that
cover-up is a party principle. I commend this
article to my colleagues.

[From the Washington Post, Apr. 29, 1998]
THE CASE AGAINST THE CLINTONS

(By Michael Kelly)
As we head into what is either going to be

a summer dog days or the summer when the
last dog dies, the party line among those
who man President Clinton’s high stone wall
against impeachment is that there is not any
there here. Tellingly, no one seriously makes
the public argument that Clinton is not
guilty of at least some of the offenses of
which he has been accused—say, at least,
perjury in the Lewinsky matter.

Instead, the liberals’ defense goes like this:
Okay, our boy did a few things he maybe
shouldna. But who amongst us is poifect?
And, anyway, these things weren’t crimes, or
they shouldn’t be. And, also anyway, the
president’s persecutors are the real danger to
the republic; their partisan, out-of-control
witch hunt is far worse than any of the alle-
gations they are investigating. And so on,
fortissimo, con allegro, ad infinitum.

There is one truffle of truth buried in all
this: Clinton certainly has enemies who seek
to ruin his presidency. No fair-minded person
can impute fair-mindedness to Richard Mel-
lon Scaife, who has bankrolled years of anti-
Clinton scandal-mongering on several fronts,
or to Congressman Dan Burton, the chair-
man of the House Government Reform and
Oversight Committee investigation into
Clinton’s conduct whose mask of magisterial
impartiality slipped a wee bit recently when
he called the president a ‘‘scumbag.’’

But it is always the case with politicians
who are accused of scandalous behavior that
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